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APDRESS^ 



brethren and Friends^ 

IN addressing you at the present time, the Association 
entertain the hope, that they are actuated by a sense of 
fcluty, and by a desire to promote your highest welfare. 
If any thing in this address shall be found worthy of yp\ir 
attention, they earnestly request, as Ministers, of Christ, 
that you will not disregard it. Permit them affectionately 
to reipind you of that solemn hour, when you and they 
must meet before the bar of God, to give an account of 
all our opportunities, both of imparting and of receiving 
instri^ction. With that hour ii) view, they hope you will 
not blame them for desiring to be " instant in season, and 
out of season," and for endeavpring to assist you in noti- 
cing the language of Providence, and to urge you to the jr >. 

performance of acknowledged duty, 

The present is a season, which loudly calls for re- 
flection and reformation. However we may differ res- 
pecting seco9id causes, we can hardly doubt, that the evi|§ , 

which we suffer, qs a community, are to be regarded as 
a punishment for our national sins. Go4 would not chas- 
tise us, if we were not a sinful people. 

There are several duties, to which we wish, on thi^ 
occasion, to call vour attention. We begin with that, 
which is required in the fourth comoiandment. Remem- 
ber the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. The Sabbath is a 
most important institution. On the proper observance of 
it, depend the prosperity of religion, and the welfare of 
civil society. Where it is openly and generally violated, 
impiety and vice are seen to prevail. When we urge 
you to pay a sacred regard to God's holy day, we feel 
perfectly confident, that we urge you to a duty, which 
will conduce to the prosperity of our common country, 



to the best welfare of your children, and to your own ey- 
erlasling happiness. Our views and our persuasion of the 
importance of this day are such, that we cannot refrain 
from entreating you most earnestly to avoid every pro- 
fanation of it* Will God allow us with impunity to tram- 
ple on his own sacred institutions ? When he has requir- 
ed us to appropriate the Sabbath exclusively to the duties 
of religion, (excepting works of necessity and mercy,) can 
we expect his blessing, if we profane it by pur common 
labors ; or if we spend any part of it in journeying, in 
adjusting our accounts, in reading newspapers, in idleness, 
and drowsiness, or in walking, or riding for pleasure ? 
How general and inidisguised these practices have be- 
come, you can judge as well as oijrselves. That they 
^ are practices, utterly inconsistent with the grand desigr^ 
of the Sabbath, we trust no arguments are necessary to 
prove. Perhaps some will be inclined to offer excuses 
for these violations of the Lord'^ day. But we feel it to 
be our duty to give you warning now, that none of these 
excuses will bear examination at the bar of God. The 
scriptures arc our guide ; and it will not be supposed, 
''^ that they sanction these practices. Are there not other 

concerns of a far different nature, which ought to engage 
bur attention, iat least one day in seven ? 

The welfare of immortal souls is intimately connected 
with the proper observance of the Sabbath. Take away 
this sacred institution, and you have done much toward 
reducing our country to a state of heathenism ; you have 
gone flir in exteripinating religion from the earth. No 
longer would the means of grace have efficacy in prepar- 
ing men for future happiness ; nay, no longer would these 
means be employed ; and the next generation would be; 
scarcely superior to pagans. By your regard to your 
dear children, by your desire for the prosperity of our 
country, by your hope of securing the divine fevor, by 
the authority and goodness of God, by every considera- 
tion which ought to influence rational beings, we would 
urge you to guard against every violation of the Lord's 
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The duty pf teipperance in the use of ardeiM: spirits, | on 

,demands the attention of every friend to his country. The ^Ed 

evils arising from the opposite vice are vast beyond all i 

calculation. Need we refer you to the enormous expense, j 

which it occasions ; to its destructive iilifluence on the 
health ; to th/e disorders, which it produces in the family 

and in society ; or to thc^ idleness, the poverty, the di^ \ 

grace» the remorse, and tfie &\A ruin, which kXtovf in i^ 
train ? Can it be necessary for us to urge any to avoid 

this fatal practice ? Will any one incur all these evils for '. 

the sake of gratifying his appetite ?. But the roost of those ' f""" 

whom we address, it is conceded, have no inclination to 
run into the excess of this vice* And thiij legds us to 
caution you against the less degrees of intemperance ; \ 

against the unnecessary as well as immpderate use of ar- 
dent spirits. Let it be your aim and your determination 
to be strictly and uniformly tefnperate* Never imagine^ — 

that the habitual use of strong diink is of course innocent, 
if it be not excessive. Never imagine, that there are sea- 
sons, when you may lawfully indulge yourselves in the 
free use of this intoxicating poison. Let no one suppose, 
that this practice can be justified by pleading depression 
of spirits, domestic troubles, disappgintment, loss of — 

property, or any similar reason. If God calls you through 
any of these trials, it becomes you to submit, not to rebel ; 
to seek consolation in religion, not in yice. >_ 

On the use of profane language, which is often coiv r 

;ected with intemperance, we wish to jnake a few remarks, 
t is highly desirable, that a deep abhorrence of this de- 
grading and inexcusable practice could be excited in every 
mind. What can we think of those, who profane their 
Maker's name, and imprecate destruction upon a fellow 
creature, merely because some little circumstiuK^e dis- 
pleases theni ? If they are in earnest, to what an alarms 
mg degree of wickedness they have proceeded ! If they 
arc not in earnest, what must be the guilt of trifling with 
these solemn things ! God told his ancient people, that 
he would not hold those guiltless, who took his name m 
Yiiin. Can the practice be less heinous, after all the ptOi- 



MbitioM in the New-Testam^nt ? Will not a crime so 
common, so public, bring down the vengeance of heaven 
on our land ? " Shall I not visit for these things, saith 
the Lord ; and shall not my soul be avenged on such a 
nation as this ?" 

Another duty, of which we wish to remind you, is 
^t of instructing your children in the doctrines and du- 
ties of Christianity. The obligations of parents and guar, 
dians to do this, we view, as beyond all question. The 
divine command is : — " Train up a child in the way he 
should go." The promise annexed, affords sufficient en- 
couragement :-r— " When he is old, he will not depart 
from it." Will you disregard this authority ; will you 
undervalue this mercy ? Is it not your desire, that your 
children should enjoy the favour of God ? Can you wit^ 
tingly see them grow up, ignorant of their Creator ; ig- 
norant of their duty ; and indifferent, or opposed to that 
which is the principal excellence of immortal beings ? A 
regard both to the temporal and eternal welfare of your 
of&pring, will lead you early to habituate ihcm to attend 
to the holy scriptures, and to other means of religious in- 
struction* if it were your highest object, to render your 
children industrious and useful members of society, in 
no other way could you so surely accomplish your design, 
as by placing the fear of God before their eyes, and lead** 
ing them to act from the principles of the gospel. Let it 
then be your care, to restrain them as much as possible ' 
from every violation of human and divine laws ; to accus?- 
torn them uniformly from the first dawn of reason, to obe- 
dience and subjection ; and, on every suitable occasion, 
to inculcate upon them the necessity and the happy con- 
sequences of reli^on. If those, who provide not for the 
temporal wants of their families, are worse than infidels ; 
how shall we describe the guilt of those, who neglect their 
everlasting interiests ? 

The duty of prayer, particularly of family prayer, is 
another, which we wish to bring to your notice on the 
present occasion. Perhaps this part of our address will 
be considered as more strictly applicable to professors of 



religion. We arfc however by no means inclined to littiiC 
its application to those. We earnestly wish that men in 
general might feel the importance and obligation of pray- 
er. Though we are far from supposing, that a hypocrit- 
ical performance of this duty will meet the divine appro- 
bation ; and though we are fully persuaded, that none 
but the humble desires of the pious heart constitute ac- 
ceptable prayer in the sight of God ; yet we caiinot con- 
ceive, how any person can be guiltless in neglecting it. 
The commands in the scriptures respecting it are plain 
and numerous. It is a duty always suited to the condi- 
tion of mankind, and binding on them in every circum-* 
stance ^of life. In times, like the present, of more than or- 
dinary trial, it is peculiarly appropriate. " Is any among 
you afflicted ? let him pray." Cati we expect^ that God 
will remove his judgments, before they have brought us 
to his throne of grace ? Is not the general neglect of 
prayer, a conclusive proof, that we are not yet suitably 
affected by the divine ciiastisements ? Should wen ot ear- 
nesdy pray, that our afflictions miay be sanctified to lis, 
and to our nation ? While this effect is not produced, 
have we not reason to fear, that the divine judgments wiU 
be continued with increasing severity, till we are destroy- 
cd ; or that, if removed, they will leave us in a state of 
insensibility and wickedness, not less to be dreaded. 

But we forbear to enlarge. These few hints may suf- 
fice. Let us, as Ministers of Christ, earnestly request 
you to take these things into serious consideration. We 
are persuaded, that the most weighty motives lu-ge yoii- 
to perform those duties, and to shun those sins, which 
have now been pointed out. If you have any regard to 
the authority of Jehovah ; if any gratitude to the com- 
passionate Saviour ; if any desire for the present and fu- 
ture welfare of your children ; if any concern for the sal- 
vation of your own souls; we beseech you not to neglect 
these duties ; not to practice these vices. In this ad&ess 
we have been led to notice several of the most prevalent 
sins. That your blood may not be required at our hands, 
we fed it t« be our duty, on this occasion, to entp: our soU 
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dhn protest against these, and against all other evil habits, 
to vHiich any of you may be inclined. We wani you of 
the danger attending them. " The unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God." We warn you of the ne- 
cessity of forsaking sin, and of following that ^' holiness, 
without which no man shall see the Lord." Let us once 
more remind youof rfie day of retribution ; and let us 
prevail with you, when we entreat you now to act, as, at 
that avdul period, you will unquestionably wish you had 
acted. May Gfod gnait you his grace to conduct yoii in 
the path of duty ^ and to bring you to his heavenly king- 
dom^ 
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